
 
 
 

               

 
    

 

 

           
 

   
 

 

  
 

          
         

   
 

     
       

          
       

 
 

     
 

 
       

     
          

        
 

 
  

 
 

THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT / THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK / ALBANY, NY 12234 

Office of Career and Technical Education 

October 20, 2020 

TO: District Superintendents 
Superintendents of Schools 
Public School Administrators 
Nonpublic School Administrators 
Charter School Administrators 

FR: Amy Cox, Director Career and Technical Education 

RE: Driver Traffic and Safety Education (DTSE) Frequently Asked Questions 

The following questions will help to clarify information related to the updated guidance 
memo on Drivers and Traffic Safety Education Programs in response to COVID-19 
released on August 26, 2020. 

GENERAL PROGRAM INFORMATION 

1. Will the August 26, 2020 guidance apply going forward? Will it apply for both the spring 
2020 session that was cancelled due to COVID and for new classes going forward, 
including the fall 2020 session? 

Answer: The flexibilities allowed in the August 26, 2020 Updated DTSE 
Guidance apply to the spring 2020 sessions that ended when schools closed 
and will remain in place until schools are able to return fully to in-person 
instruction without the possibility of sudden closures due to COVID-19-related 
circumstances. 

2. Does the August 26, 2020 DTSE Guidance mean we can start a new fall 2020 DTSE 
class of students? 

Answer: NYSED-approved DTSE programs may start new Fall 2020 classes with 
students. NYSED-approved DTSE programs may provide in-person classroom 
instruction, 

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/coronavirus/driver-traffic-safety-education-guidance-2020-21-school-year.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/coronavirus/driver-traffic-safety-education-guidance-2020-21-school-year.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/coronavirus/driver-traffic-safety-education-guidance-2020-21-school-year.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/coronavirus/driver-traffic-safety-education-guidance-2020-21-school-year.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/coronavirus/driver-traffic-safety-education-guidance-2020-21-school-year.pdf


 

 

 

           
     

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/coronavirus/driver-traffic-safety-education-guidance-2020-21-school-year.pdf


 

 

 

 
     

    
       

 
 

            
    

  
 

       
      

    
            

  
 

           
      

    
 

       
           

           
  

 
  
 

     
      

   
       

 
 
    
 

          
 

 
 

  
 
            

  

Ans we r: There is no standa rdize d DTSE cours ework . Schools with NYSE D -
a pprove d DT SE progra ms dev e lop, approve , an d impleme nt the ir own 
curri c ulum and wil l nee d to adjus t the deliv e ry of this curri c ulum for an online 
forma t if nec es s a ry . 

9. Can the lecture portion be completed in-person or online? It says it may be completed 
online but nothing about in-

https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/Pre-K_to_Grade_12_Schools_MasterGuidance.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/Pre-K_to_Grade_12_Schools_MasterGuidance.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/Pre-K_to_Grade_12_Schools_MasterGuidance.pdf


 

 

 

 
      

          
      

 
  
 

      
         

         
      

       
 

 
              

    
 

       
      

 
 
 

     
 

 
       

            
         

      
 

          
       

         
        

        
          

 
 
          

 
 

       
   

Answer: Students may complete unfinished laboratory (in-vehicle) hours under 



 

 

 

    
 

     
  

 
          

 
 

            
       
         

          
 

 
            

   
 

      
 

 

   
 
        

         
 

 
    

       
    

      
      

   
   

       
          

        
      

    
 

 
 

 

18. Will a grade need to be issued on the MV-285 for the in-vehicle portion of the class? 

Ans we r: Yes. The loc a l DTSE progra m will be res ponsi ble for docume nting 
students’ grades for the in-vehic le portion of the cla ss on the MV -285 Roster. 

19. What information is DMV going to require on the attestation for parent/guardian 
instruction? 

Ans we r: The DMV does not determi ne the conte nt of the at tes tation. It is a 
school’s responsibility to determine 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=6BbvFeBMw0-S4mp6bI52XhxUnxIR0SRAtguBccwKd8dUOFVWVlNFVkVZMEtYT0FHNDMzNFZRSzdPWC4u


 

 

 

  
 

          
             

  

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/coronavirus/driver-traffic-safety-education-guidance-2020-21-school-year.pdf


 

 

 

      
         
      

   

https://dmv.ny.gov/driver-license/get-driver-license
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/coronavirus/driver-traffic-safety-education-guidance-2020-21-school-year.pdf
https://dmv.ny.gov/driver-license/prepare-your-road-test
https://dmv.ny.gov/driver-license/prepare-your-road-test


 

 

 

            
  

 
      

       
        

      
      

          
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

31.What if students took the 5-hour course outside the driving school? Would those hours 
count towards the 24 hours required since they passed their road test? 

Answer: Students must complete a full NYSED-approved DTSE program to earn 
their MV-285 Certificate of Completion and be eligible for the Class D license. 
This requires 24 hours of classroom instruction and 24 hours of laboratory (in-
vehicle instruction). If the required driving hours to sit for their road test were 
taken separately from the NYSED-approved DTSE program, then those hours 
cannot count toward the 24 hours required for the laboratory portion of the 
DTSE program. 
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