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Regents State Aid Proposal:
Support for College and Career Pathways

College and Career Pathways ($25 million):

▪ Enhanced BOCES Aid for CTE Pathways Programs- the instructional salary eligible 
for BOCES Aid has remained fixed at $30,000 per year since 1992.  Since this flat 
reimbursement amount has not kept pace with the actual costs to employ well-
prepared teachers to run strong programs, the state has effectively reduced its 
direct support for these programs over time.  

▪ To address this issue and reap the benefits of high-quality CTE programming for 
both students and the State’s economy, the Regents recommend doubling the 
instructional salary ceiling to $60,000 over the next five years, with 20 percent of 
the gap funded for services provided in 2019-2020, and 20 percent annually for 
four years thereafter.
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Access to High-Quality Early Education & Early Care Programs



Elevate Teacher and Leader Preparation and Professional Learning
2019-20 $2.5 M Budget Request

Address Teacher Shortages in Bilingual Special Education in the Early Grades

The Board of Regents also requests a state investment to implement the recommendation of 
the Regents Early Childhood Workgroup’s Blue Ribbon Committee to Elevate Teacher 
Preparation and Professional Learning. 

There is a need for NYS to develop goals to establish a more culturally responsive and 
linguistically prepared early childhood workforce that can support the cognitive, language, and 
physical development of children from diverse backgrounds.  Investment is required to address 
the teacher shortage in Bilingual Special Education in the early grades and to prepare 
participants to be dually certified in Bilingual Special Education and Early Childhood, and to 
encourage more Institutes of Higher Education to offer this unique dual certification.

▪ The Regents recommend $2.5 million for school year 2019-20 to replicate a model 
called Quality Universally Inclusive Early Responsive Education.  It is anticipated that 
approximately 200 applicants would receive scholarships to participate in this 
statewide program.  Participants in this program would be expected to teach in NYS for 
three years upon completion of the program.
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Enhance the Achievement of English Language Learners
2019-20 $4.43 M Budget Request

New funding would support a Spanish Language Arts test development ($3.43 million- 5 
year phase-in) and translation of all required state assessments into the State’s eight most 
common home foreign languages ($1 million).

▪ Over the past 10 years, the state’s English 
language learner student enrollment has 
increased by 20 percent, and these students 
now make up over 8 percent of New York’s 
student population.  

▪ In order to provide English language learners 
with the opportunity and resources to 
demonstrate achievement of higher standards, 
the Department is seeking funding to develop 
and implement a Spanish Language Arts test, 
beginning with students in Grades 3 through 5.  

▪ In addition, the Department is seeking to offer 
translations of all required state assessments to 
better inform educators about students’ 
knowledge and abilities.

Provide Educational Opportunities for New York’s Diverse Student Population

12



Enhance the Achievement of English Language Learners (ELLs)
2019-



Ensure the Appropriate Provision of English Language Learner Services
2019-20 $2 M Budget Request

Although the New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test (NYSESLAT) 
allows accommodations for English Language Leaner (ELL)/Multilingual Learner (MLL) 
students with disabilities, it is not well suited for those students with the most severe 
cognitive disabilities.  In addition to better serving students, a new assessment is required 
to fulfill federal requirements.  Guidance from the US Department of Education released 
last year, requires an alternate English Language Proficiency assessment for ELLS/MLLs 
who cannot participate on the current assessment even with appropriate 
accommodations.

• The development of a new English Language Proficiency (ELP) assessment program for 
ELL/MLLs with severe cognitive disabilities over a three-year period:

• The first year of funding ($2 million) would support test design and development, the 
second year of funding ($2 million) would support pilot/field testing, and the third year of 
funding ($2 million) would allow for the operational administration and additional 
developmental needs.





ESSA: Improve Transition Services to NYS Students at 
Neglected & Delinquent Facilities
2019-20 $300,000 Budget Request

Support Youth in Their Successful Re-entry into School, College or Careers

US Department of Education data shows that 43% of youth in a juvenile detention facility did 
not return to school after release, and another 16% enrolled in school, but dropped out after 
over five months.  In NYS, students are served in no less than 12 different types of neglected 
and delinquent facilities (more than 350 facilities total) that serve approximately 20,000 
students under the purview of the: State Education Department, Office of Children & Family 
Services, Department of Criminal Justice Services and the Department of Corrections & 
Community Supervision.  

Many of these facilities do not consistently use curricula aligned with NYS standards, which can 





ESSA: Create a Parent-friendly Data System
2019-20 $2.5 M Budget Request

Provide Parents Access to Easy to Understand Education Data

The Every Students Succeed Act (ESSA) requires that New York 
appropriately develop, collect, analyze and report new data 
elements; develop, maintain and provide ongoing enhancements 
for additional reporting requirements; and create a new parent-
friendly data system to report data elements, such as chronic 
absenteeism and the college and career readiness index.

▪ This funding would allow for data collection and reporting for 



ESSA: Address the Shortage of Bilingual & ESOL Teachers
2019-



Develop Regents Exams in World Languages
2019-20 $950,000 Budget Request

Enhance Opportunities for Students to Better Demonstrate What They Know

For well over a century, the Department developed 
and oversaw the administration of Regents Exams 
in World Languages to provide a uniformly high-
standard for instruction in the tested languages in 
high schools across New York.  Unfortunately, due 
to state budget cuts, these exams had to be 
discontinued in the 2011-12 school year.

The lack of these exams has limited graduation 
options under the Regents Multiple Pathways “4+1” 
option.

▪ The Department is seeking $950,000 in state 
funding (for year 1 of a 5-year plan) to resume 
Regents Exams in the four World Languages 
(Spanish, French, Chinese (simplified), and 
Italian) that are taught most frequently in New 

York high schools.
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Address Teacher Shortages in Approved Private Schools Serving 
Students with Disabilities & Special Act Schools



Create a Special Education Services Management Data System
2019-20 $3.46 M Budget Request

Second Phase of Project to Build a Special Education Services Management System

The 2017-18 Enacted Budget provided funding to NYSED to develop a blueprint for a 
student services and provider data management system that would improve the 
Department’s ability to collect, use, and disseminate relevant programmatic and fiscal 
information relating to programs and services operated by approved providers in NYS.  This 
funding, for Phase II of this project, would provide for the following activities to begin: 

▪ School District Portal- communicate data regarding students’ recommended programs 
and services used to determine regional need for programs and would be linked to 
State reimbursement.

▪ Provider Portal- communicate required information to NYSED (applications, tuition 







Bridge to College and Careers Pilot Program
2019-20 $3 M Budget Request

Enable Out-of-School Youth and Adults to Prepare for Postsecondary Study and Careers

▪ Bridge programs enable out-of-school 
youth and adults to obtain critical basic 
skills, a high school equivalency diploma, 
and industry-recognized credentials. 

▪ The Department requests $3 million in 
funding to create a Bridge to College 
and Career Pilot Program consisting of 
partnerships between adult education 
programs and college or training 
providers in each of the seven Regional 
Adult Education Network regions of the 
state.  

25

▪ These programs would include:

▪ Career exploration and career assessment;

▪ Relationships with employers and colleges; and 

▪ Apprenticeships and internships.





Pass the Museum Education Act
2019-20 $5 M Budget Request

Expand Access to Education Programs Through Cultural Institutions
More than 1,500 museums, historical societies, zoos, 
botanical gardens, aquariums, and cultural arts institutions 
across NYS provide instruction to over six million children. 
These cultural institutions receive no direct state support to 
initiate, expand, and enhance educational services through 
access to museum collections, scholarship and virtual 
learning. 

Students living in low-income communities in urban, 
suburban, or rural settings benefit from having access to the 
type of learning provided by cultural institutions. Fair and 
equal access to these types of institutions will provide 
enhanced learning opportunities for students. 

▪ Funding would establish a competitive grants program to 
support cultural institutions that seek to establish or 
improve museum educational programs designed to 
support student learning opportunities, including the 
development of local curricular aids. 
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Support Public Library Construction
2019-20 $11 M Budget Request

Ensure That All New Yorkers Continue to Have Access to State-of-the Art Libraries

▪ All public libraries should be able to 
accommodate new technologies and 
provide the resources New Yorkers need to 
be successful in an information-driven 
global environment.  

▪ Despite the successes of the library 
construction program, the Department is 
seeking an additional $11 million in state 
funding to support new construction, 
renovation, and expansion of existing public 
libraries throughout the state.  

Summer Reading at New York Libraries is an annual program that brings 
children and families into local public libraries for reading and activities. 
2.4 million children participated in the summer reading program in 2018, 

an increase of 230,000 participants over last year’s program. 
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Expand Public Broadcasting Education Programs
2019-20 $5 M Budget Request

Support the Enterprise America & GPS for Success Programs

The Enterprise America program is a "model city” that students run for a day. In this hands-on 
learning environment, students are taught: civic responsibility through holding and voting in 
elections; entrepreneurship by running and owning businesses including applying for business loans 
and negotiating service costs; and financial literacy through enrolling in health insurance, earning 
salaries, contributing to charity, and paying for everyday expenses such as lunch and shopping using 
Enterprise America dollars. Students and teachers can take the lessons and curriculum back to the 
classroom for further evaluation and analysis. To roll out this program statewide, each public 
television station would develop its own model city.

GPS for Success is a multi-platform webpage that includes educational and training roadmap videos 
and web content for high school and post-



Build Technical Assistance and Support Capacity at SED
5% Set-Aside

Resources to Provide Proper Oversight & Support of New Programs

The state should enact a 5% set-aside within all new programs for administrative oversight and 
technical assistance at the Department.

▪ Following the end of federal grants to the Department, and years of agency funding 
constraints, the Department has lost significant capacity to provide districts with 
implementation support and technical assistance.  

▪ Since 2011, state budgets have included new education programs for which SED has 
received no additional state support.  As districts are faced with implementation of these 
various programs, they rely more and more on the technical support and expertise of the 
Department.  

▪ It is common in federal programs for the administering agency to be allowed a 5% set-aside 
from grant awards to allow for proper oversight of the program.
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Webcast Regular Board of Regents Public Meetings
2019-20 $200,000 Budget Request

Enhance Transparency at the Department

With current limited resources, the Department is only able to provide a live webcast of 
meetings of the Full Board of Regents.  In order to increase transparency and provide public 
accessibility to important education-related discussions and determinations made at such 
meetings, it is important that the Department is able to webcast other regular public meeting 
of the Board of Regents, including each month’s Committee and Subcommittee meetings, as 
well as provide for the verbatim transcript for such meetings which is currently done for all Full 
Board meetings.
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Regents 2019 State Legislative Priorities

Tuition Rate Setting Methodology – Legislation would create a statutory index for establishing 
the growth in annual tuition for Special Act School Districts and Approved Private Schools 
Serving Students with Disabilities (853 Schools) as well as authorize these schools to establish 
a general reserve fund.

Mandate Relief and Flexibility – Legislation would enact a series of mandate relief measures 
to promote cost savings and provide relief from reporting requirements including the 
additional provisions to:

o Forgive penalties associated with the late filing of Final Cost Reports (FCRs) for all school 
district construction projects approved by the Commissioner before July 1, 2011; and

o Allow district to lease space outside of the district in certain emergency situations.

Mandatory Full-Day Kindergarten– Legislation would require that all school districts offer full-
day kindergarten for all children by the 2020-21 school year.
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Regents 2019 State Legislative Priorities Continued

Improve Teacher Recruitment for Preschool Special Education Programs



Thank You.
2019 Regents Budget & Legislative Priority Proposals: 

http://www.nysed.gov/govrel/
Follow NYSED on Twitter:

@NYSEDNews


	Structure Bookmarks
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure




